


SOUTHERN BUSINESS CHALLENGE

Officially Launched on 29 August, 2002,

at the World Summit on Sustainable Development

in Johannesburg, South Africa

Background

The Rio Earth Summit in 1992 was a watershed in the history of environmental diplomacy but not a turning point for unsustainable global production and consumption patterns. The World Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD) in 2002, the ten-year review of the Earth Summit in South Africa, was different. Alongside the same voices, arguments and counter-arguments which dominated Rio, a new and important voice was heard.

In Johannesburg, as at Rio, business had a key role to play. Agenda 21, the Rio Earth Summit’s Global Action Plan, devotes an entire chapter to the role of business and industry. Southern business, in particular, has a crucial though much overlooked role to play. A powerful engine of development, progressive Southern business has been overwhelmingly absent in international policy discussions. Until now. 

At the WSSD, for the first time, the Southern Business Challenge brought the dynamism of progressive Southern entrepreneurs to the international stage. Progressive Southern businesses must now engage with the international policy debate on environment-development issues to challenge governments and break political and ideological deadlocks. They are a force that can propel developing and developed country decision-makers, in partnership with civil society actors, to undertake reforms in the direction of sustainable development and poverty eradication.
What is the Southern Business Challenge?

The Southern Business Challenge (SBC) is a new international network bringing together progressive companies and entrepreneurs from developing countries to promote an action agenda for sustainability and social justice. The network has been initiated by the UK and India-based Centre for Social Markets. All SBC Members are committed to the four principles of sustainable development, social justice, personal ethics and corporate integrity. 

What is the goal of the Southern Business Challenge?

The goal of the SBC is to transform debate at international policy fora and promote practical action for equitable and sustainable development. SBC Members are an important new voice and a major new constituency. They mark the emergence of a powerful economic force for progressive change in developing countries. Politicians and policymakers, everywhere, should take note: - this is a network with a mission.

What did the Southern Business Challenge do at the WSSD?

The Southern Business Challenge (SBC) was officially launched on 29 August 2002 at the WSSD. Selected representatives of member companies attend the summit. They came from as far apart as Brazil, Zimbabwe, and Nepal, and represented sectors as diverse as tourism, manufacturing and information technology. At the Launch, and at other workshops, the SBC issued a set of practical and time-bound challenges to governments and decision-makers for changes required for development to be environmentally sustainable, socially equitable and economically beneficial. These challenges were based on the SBC members’ own analysis of their conditions, the impediments they face and the steps they propose to overcome them.

Proposals in the SBC Declaration ranged from recommendations to remove high import tariffs on environmentally sustainable technologies and create sustainable trade promotion centres; or on taxation to favour tax breaks for socially and environmentally responsible entrepreneurs; or on investment to encourage financiers to take account of socio-environmental and ethical considerations in their investment decisions, etc. The launch pack also included flyers profiling all of the SBC’s members and describing how they are contributing to sustainable development.
These documents are soon to be accompanied by the first in an ongoing series of SBC Discussion Papers based upon the expertise of member companies. These papers will focus on Sustainable Energy and Sustainable Tourism. Please look at the SBC website for our latest news, reports and publications: www.csmworld.org/sbc 

At the WSSD, SBC members challenged governments by the power of positive example. They demonstrated that they are a powerful constituency demanding change for sustainable development, social justice and poverty eradication. SBC members also committed to engaging in domestic advocacy to push the private sector and government decision-makers faster on the road to sustainability.

How can you get involved?

If you would like to know more about the Southern Business Challenge, or would like to join up or support us in any way, please contact us at the address below or visit our website for further details: www.csmworld.org/sbc 

Applicants need to be for-profit organisations that combine a commitment to sustainable development and social justice, with corporate integrity and personal ethics. 

In association with

· African Institute of Corporate Citizenship

· Ashoka: Innovators for the Public

· The Prince of Wales International Business Leaders Forum

For more information, please contact:

	Mr Jonathan Glennie

Programme Officer (WSSD) - London

Email: sbc@csmworld.org
	Ms Aditi Ghosh Dastidar

Programme Officer - Kolkata

Email: aditi@csmworld.org
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